The Roadmap to Discipleship – The Second Stop: Worship
The following is borrowed and modified from the ELCA website and presents an overview

of the centrality of worship. At Zion, we have appreciated the importance of worship since

that first worship service nearly 300 hundred years ago.

As disciples of Jesus Christ, worship matters. In fact, worship lies at the heart of how

we understand ourselves together. While some of the approaches to worship may differ from

one congregation to another, we hold certain things in common.

For us as Lutherans, there is a basic pattern for worship. We gather. We encounter

God’s Word. We share a meal at the Lord’s Table. And we are sent into the world. But we do

not think about worship so much in terms of what we do. Worship is fundamentally about

what God is doing and our response to God’s action. Worship is an encounter with God, who

saves us through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Think about it like this. God’s Spirit calls us together. God speaks to us through readings

from the Old and New Testaments of the Bible, through preaching, prayer, and song. God

feeds and nourishes us in a saving way. And God blesses us and sends us in mission to the

world.

Taken together, the Word proclaimed and the Sacraments -- both Holy Baptism and

Holy Communion - are called the means of grace. We believe that Jesus Christ is present in

these means through the power of the Holy Spirit. Sometimes we describe worship as a

“gathering around the means of grace.” This is a way of saying that we trust that God is genuinely present with us in baptism, in preaching, and in sharing the bread and wine of Holy Communion.

In that sense, we believe that God’s presence permeates all of Christian worship.

The cross is the central symbol that marks our worship space and when we worship,

singing fills the air. The voices of all the people joined in song and the participation of all the

people in the worship is a witness to our conviction that in worship we are being drawn into

God’s own saving story.

As far as my own comments on worship, this next stop on the Roadmap to Discipleship, I

say worship, like prayer, is something we need to do. Worship is for our sake. When we

worship, God has promised to meet us. And that promise is true each and every time we

gather. Every time we hear the Word. Every time we come to the table. A long time ago, I

preached that we don’t have to go to church; we get to go to church. Worship is a blessing.

On the Roadmap to Discipleship, worship is a place where we want to stop again and

again.

Peace,

Pastor Summer
