The Next Stop on the Road to Discipleship:  Connect
Blest be the tie that binds
our hearts in Christian love;
the unity of heart and mind
is like to that above.
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Hymn 656)
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
This past winter, following my fall and the initial phase of my recovery, one of the blessings I experienced was all of the quiet time at home.  As I have shared with many of you, those four months were a gift.  They provided me with a time for prayer.  A time for silence.  A time to reconnect with Jesus.
While a blessing, after a while that quiet time was no longer enough.  I started to miss the community.  I began to miss the church.  I missed all of you.  Since I was still unable to return to Zion, I began a new Sunday morning ritual.  I would look at the clock, and when I knew that worship had begun and Pastor Summer was about to begin his sermon, I would make my way to my computer, click on to Zion’s website, and listen to the sermon.  Granted, it was the sermon from the week before; but listening to God’s word from here, while you were listening there, helped me feel connected.  I felt connected to Jesus, and I felt connected to you.
Worship has a way of doing that.  It makes us feel connected.  Worship connects us to Jesus and to one another.  As we lift our voices together in song, as we kneel beside one another at the altar, and as we greet each other with a handshake of peace, we are reminded once again of the tie that binds.
So many of you have said to me after you have been away, “I really missed Zion.  I missed the people.” I know exactly what you mean.  Sunday mornings at home just don’t cut it.  It’s not enough.  Something is missing.  We need to connect.  When we’ve been away, we need to reconnect to Jesus and to one another.
I hope you will join us for worship on Sunday, September 11 as we return to our fall schedule.  Our Mission Statement reminds us that first and foremost we are about Connecting in Love.  Join us on Sundays as we reconnect to Jesus and to one another.
See you in church!


Pastor Selover
