Good News From Zion

...Communicating the Gospel...
January 2010

A Message from Pastor Selover

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

As | write this month’s newsletter article, my ninefiye year old grandmother Grace
is in the hospital with pneumonia. While she has rounded the bend and is starting to feel bet-
ter physically, this most recent hospital stay has taken its toll on her mentally. Throughout
the day, and especially at night, my grandmother is confused. She doesn’'t know where she is
or what day itis. She sees and hears people who aren’t in the room. She forgets our names.
And she lives in the past, constantly referring, in the present tense, to friends and family
members who are long gone. As you might imagine, my visits with my grandmother and my
interactions with her in this present state are absolutely heartbreaking.

...Except for one thing. No matter how confused she is, my grandmother knows that |
am her granddaughter. Even when she is not sure of my name, my grandmother knows that
it's me. How do | know? Because she gives me that adoring look...the look she reserves only
for her grandchildren. As I sit with my grandmother, | am amazed at the power of our rela-
tionship. | am in awe, for her love knows no boundaries. It is a love that transcends time, bro-
ken memories, and forgotten names. What a giftt As moment to moment her world
changes, one thing remains the sanrmay grandmother’s love for me, and my love for her.

This week, as she has done throughout my life, my grandmother continues to teach
me about the love of God. For like my grandmother’s love, God’s love knows no boundaries.
As St. Paul reminds us, there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God. God's love
transcends everything. No matter how forgetful we become, no matter how our bodies fail
us, no matter how much our lives change, one thing remains the same...God’s love for each of
us. What a gift!

With love,
Pastor Selover



Councll Cornerby Gerry Dehkes

The 2009 Zion Council held its last meeting on Thursday, December 10 and reviewed key accompldome|
the year. Some highlights include:

- New Orleans trip that recaptured a sense of energy around mission.

- Sunday morning Senior High group with about 12 young adults every

week

- Removing dependence on CEB income from the 2010 budget

- More technology in the church office

- Diversification and growth of the Worship and Music committee

- Homecoming Tailgate

- Budget “summit” on 11/29

- A completed energy audit

- Come Home to Zion theme for 2009

- Upgraded and more inviting CEB entry

- Pancake breakfast which raised all the money needed for New Orleans trip

Read more about 2009 as we “Tell the Story” in the 2009 Annual Report later this month.

The Council also recognized and thanked Ted Talis and Ryan Peters who completed their Council terms

On Sunday, December 13, the congregation elected Council members and approved our budget foh201(.

short congregational meeting marked the completion of a year of challenge, progress and sefidices 295,

Endowment Fund News Come Home to Zion

The Endowment Luncheon on All Saint’s Sunday proved to be an enjoyable gathering for thirty guests.
Endowment Committee would like to thank all who attended. As a follgwto the luncheon, we will have a
Philanthropic Workshop chaired by Geof Close in the first quarter of 2010. Please watch for tueaeement
of the date soon!

The three Endowment Sundays in 2009 brought in $13,006 in contributions. The Endowment Committielg
like to thank everyone who gave to the Endowment Fund this past year for their generosity.

There is $3,474.82 from the Endowment Fund earnings available for new ministry opportunities inT2@10
Endowment Fund in 2009 supported bringing on our new Seminary Intern Janisitdgsr and the Operatior
Christmas Child (Samaritan’s Purse) project for the Social Ministry Committee. The source djitfueiseas
established in the by laws is 50% of the dividends and interest earnings in the trust at theesaehdiscal year

The Endowment Fund only grows with contributions from members and friends of Zion. Supporting rike
will provide significant monetary grants for many new missmnented programsforever.

Please contact any member of the Endowment Committee (Mike Donnelly, Connie King, Geof Closekand

Endowment

Schroeder) if you have any questions.
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Youth of Zion (YO2)

Matheny - On November 23 ™ the youth led the Matheny Chapel service. This was a wonderful
opportunity to worship and have some fun with our friends at Matheny. Our next scheduled service
will be in February. If you have not had the opportunity to participate in a Matheny worship ser-
vice, please plan on attending.

Christmas Party — The youth held their Christmas Party on December 20 ™ at the Kaufmans'.
Thanks to Debra, Rachael and Allison for hosting the party. There was a lot of action at the air
hockey table and the pool table. As usual, no one went hungry.

Upcoming Events:
Youth Group Meetings - January 10 and 24 6 -8pm at the CEB

A lock-in at the CEB is being planned. Stay tuned for details.

We have reservations for Rehoboth Beach for July 10  -17. We have our old house once again. The
cost will be $350 for the week. Please sign -up now. We will open the door to friends once we have
given an opportunity to our own folk. $100 is required to secure your reservation. Checks can be
made out to Zion Lutheran Church and given to Pastor Summer or Tom Gravel.



Social Ministry by Robbin Lamo

Happy New Year, Zion Family! Thanks to all who participated in the Operation Christmas ChildremoB3es-
ket ministries. Thanks also to all who bought "alternative gifts;" five worthy charities willdikethto receive
Zion's donations. A special thanks to Dan Neuweiler for delivering the senior gifts and for brihgilkVOZ
Christmas cookie exchange cookies to Faith Kitchen in Dover. Way to go Dan!

January is our annual coffee collection for Faith Kitchen. Take advantage of those great satéfie®@acd helg
us to meet our goal of 100 Ibs!

Let your new year’s resolutions include saving a life! Our blood drive will be held on Febrimfip209:303.
You can make an appointment by calling Angela Nicodemus or just show up. Juice and cookies Veélvedhe

Senior Baskets

Social Ministry would like to thank all those who participated in Zion's annual Senior Baskettayidsice
again it was a huge success and we were able to make 100 "baskets" and send them off to thedidroiog)
Pantry, where they will be distributed to local seniors. Thank you to all those who donated itexds, beauti-
ful bows, crafted toilet paper roll Santa Clauses, sorted items, and packed up bags. Speciakthinek&irl
Scouts who helped out on Saturday to assemble the baskets. To the anonymous donor of wrappingmuhp
gift bags, Social Ministry would like to thank you for your donation and for making the job of wggp much
easier.

Alternative Giving

The totals for Alternative Giving are in, and Zion members raised a total of $1530. Here isake dnen:
Oaks Indian Mission $270

Mylestone Equine Rescu8245

Operation Smile $425

ELCA clean water progran$360

Operation Chillout $230

Thank you for all your participation in Alternative Giving this year.

1%

Property by Jay Wieder

A sincere thank you to all who lent a hand and some power equipment to clean up our propertiesrthti@e
and well before the winter weather hit.

Bob Delia & Eben Odendaal Glenn Beagle Tom Gravel

Dan Nuzzo Tim & Jonathan Apgar Chris Gould

Linda Lovas John Ruland Joanne Rupp

Pastor Summer The Berenty Family (Andy, Brandi, Shelby, Kaitlyn, & Dillon)

The Rogers Family (Craig, Logan & Tanner) The Beauregard Family (Ron, Deb, Ryan & Maddie)
The Wieder Family (Jay, Roxanne & JT)

Young and "seasoned" alike pitched in with everything from a basic rake to a vacuum mower, taghtike |
work of the task at hand.

Thank You for your Service!

Please Excuse our Appearance.

In spite of the cold winds and wintry weather, the church renovation work continues to progressoftheoof
has been removed and the new slate roof is being installed. The scaffolding will then be motiedstuth
side, and the old roof will be removed and the new slate installation will commence. All roosharld be
completed by the end of January, weather permitting.

Please take notice of changing conditions around the church. We value the safety of all pedestdansrk-
ers. If you have any concerns, please contact me.




Christian Education Newsby Anissa Mikitiuk

Special Lenten Rotational Sunday School

The Sunday school classes will be doing something fun and exciting during the Lenten seasord dhsisag
the traditional classroom curriculum for the weeks of Lent, we will be implementing a rotationadsivop be-
ginning on February 28and ending March 28for our Sunday School hour. The rotational curriculum is de-
signed to focus on a single Bible story and includes different workshop rotations. The childiereesach Bi-
ble story for more than one week in order to experience the story from different perspectivesasuiath, Bible
skills and Games, Cooking, Creative Drama, Music, Science and Video. We do need volunteers éargrihe
gation to help lead or assist in any of the different workshops, so if you have a particular ins&ikbsor hobby
and would like to share your time and talent with our youth during these weeks, please contach Milssuk
at anissamikitiuk@yahoo.com for more information.

Christian Education Meeting on February™#t 10:00 in the CEB

All are welcome to be part of the conversation as we share ideas and make plans for our educaiticsiges.

Faith Talk

So I'm a confirmed member of the church, now what? How do | apply my faith to my everydayidezhat
I’'m in high school, what role does Jesus play in my life? High school students, grb2lesr invited to join
Pastor Selover Sundays at 9:45 a.m. for Faith Talk. We meet in the Youth Room &Hfltiwe 8f the Christian
Education Building. All are welcome! Bring a friend!

Adult Forum SeriesLiving Our Values at Work

We all know that Monday morning feels a lot different than Sunday morning does. Monday mornirvgoakd
bring all the usual pressures to drive results, do more with less, deal with conflicts and stayediplMost of
us also feel a tension between our values and beliefs and the perceived demands of the busiees® ukder
standably reluctant to be open about our Christian values and uncertain about what is approprimaon-
strating personal values. Often, we fail to live up to our own values in business situatioms @ngst and self
-doubt. To address these issues, we have invited Dr. Stephen Payne from A New Equilibriumg@gmamifor
Adult Forum on January 17, 24 and February 7. Dr. Payne will help us envision what the waskijildoe with
us living out our faith. He will share with us some specific tools and approaches for succesgsfyilting our
faith and values into our own workplaces. Everyone who attends will come away with at leastvos&ategy
to live a more spiritual and powerful work life. Mark your calendars to attend these special Aduth$-and

bring a friend!

Discipleship

Discipleship will meet on January 28 at the Nicodemus home with dinner at 6:30 and our disctiZstn a

Caring Conversations

Children

Memories Tell about when something sad happened.

Actions & Feelings With your body, show what love looks like.

Growing Together How do you think God felt on the day you were baptized?

Wondering If you made a picture about joy, what color would you use?

Adults

Etchings Talk about a positive experience that caused you to thank God for God’s care fo
Memories What is one of your earliest memories about God or Jesus?

Values What does the phrase “in everything give thanks” mean to you?

Actions If you could live for one year in another country for the purpose of learning about

faith of the people, which country would you choose? Why?

you.

the



Evangelism by Anita zarate

December 6, 2009 we welcomed the following people to Zion:

Jenny Heeman and her sons Luke (16) and Zack (13)

Jenny is a District Planner for Macy’s. Her interests include needlework, baking and

family activities. Luke attends Mt. Olive High School and participates in basketball and volleiAisthobbies
are hiking and camping. In addition, he’s a Life Scout and is working on his Eagle Badge.cdaektly in
Confirmation Class at Zion. He attends Mt. Olive Middle School. Football, basketball and slaoé pumhong
his sports interests. Zack also enjoys reading.

Kenneth Holmanis a Senior 3D Designer with Jacobs Engineering. His interests include computers and mu-
sic, and spending time with his grandchildren.

Frank Hornichowns his own custom cabinet business. His hobby is dog breeding and training. These days
Frank prefers watching sports as opposed to participating in them. Frank’s wife, Janet, joineid Klay, 2009.

Christen and Jeremy Morman and their son Caleb (22 mos.)

Christen is currently a homemaker taking care of Caleb. Her background is in the performinpateght
dance (tap, ballet and jazz) and gymnastics to children. She enjoys scrap booking and reading; werks at
Summit High School as a Science Teacher. His interests include reading, nature, science anangstnmhoof
course, spending time with Caleb.

Thank you to Joyce Barabas, Dorothy Saewert and the Talis family bakers for baking bread for enemew
bers. Note: You other volunteer bakers will be called on in 2010!

Members Luke, Jenny, and Zack Heeman
Member Frank Hornich

Friends Christen, Jeremy, and Caleb Morman Member Ken Holman



Parish Lifeby Lori Koester

On Sunday, November 29, we gathered for Advent Parish Night to begin the Christmas season togéther
carols, crafts, food and fellowship. This year’s crafts were beautiful, and all made from “greegyolable
materials. We enjoyed the many varied soups, salads and goodies that everyone brought. Thétsigiig
cluded the songs sung by the children’s choir and music played throughout the evening by oureetsda
Margo Forster.

So, recounting the evening, which seems like a distant memory at the start of a new year, | stfip¢bon
how fortunate | feel to be part of such a special church family and want to share a brief stogowittiEarly las
year, while sitting in an orthodontist’s waiting room in Oldwick, | opened a book just picked gt library.
It was one of the many “selelp, soulsearching” books written recently by another-4@mething looking for
sanity in a not always sane world. | had reserved this book as it was supposed to humorous lated isady
ways welcome. The author began by listing the many different types of therapy she had soughtsizahnen
for peace: psychologist, aromatherapy, yoga, medication, etc. |took a moment to pause and tinkhew |
get through difficult times. | looked up from the book, and there, perfectly framed in the waitiogn window,
was our church. Of course, the answer was right before my eyes: my faith, our wonderful clergyyenydspe-
cial church family. 1 closed the book and returned it after Tom’s appointment was done.

Be a Part of Zion's New Photo Directory

The Shepherding Committee is excited to announce that we are going to create a new photo direfaboiry o
Zion family. We hope all will participate by having their picture taken by the professional plagiogr and
meet with a portrait consultant at the CEB. For the next several weeks, we will be making appoisitafier
services at the church and CEB. Please sign up as soon as possible to get the best appointmentrtedhed-
ule. Every participating family/household that selects a pose for the directory will receive difeeggory and a
complimentary 8x10 custom portrait. You will also have the opportunity to order additional paraiting
your scheduled appointment time. Please allow 30 to 45 minutes for your appointment. The schddtdsd
for photography and portrait viewing at the CEB are:

Thursday, January 14 3pm to 9:30pm
Friday, January 29 3pm to 9:30pm
Saturday, January 30 10am to 5pm

If you will not be able to attend any of the above appointments, you may submit your own phototpajtciu-
sion in the directory. If you have any questions, please contact Sue Wougk-20584r email
wougk@att.net. We look forward to seeing everyone in the directory so please take a moment tapsigpw!

Lunch Bunch will meet on Thursday,

Women of Zion-Save the Date January 14 at noon at Gourmet Expres
sions (aka Mountainville General Stor¢
The Women of Zion will be gathering for their annua in Mountainville. Everyone is welcome]

retreat on February 20 and 21 at St. Marguerite’'s C¢n-
vent and Retreat Center. Watch the Sunday bulletir]
and February newsletter for more details.




Thanks from our Pastors

Bonnie and | are deeply touched every year by the
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, number of cards, baked goods, and gifts we receiv
Christmas. This year was no exception. In fact, th
Thank you all so very much for thinking of me this generosity reflected in the pastor’s purse was over;
Christmas. | so appreciated all of the cards and giftsjiwhelming! Please know that we will put that gift to
received. Thank you also for the pastor’s purse. Yogigood use. We will be investing in the Wellness Cepter
generosity means more than | can say. Most of all, I] once again. The love and support we continue to re-
thank you for your support and prayers for my ministgygeive, not only at Christmas, but throughout the year,

U\

and for your partnership in our ministry together. means so much to both of us. We were particularly
From my family to yours, we wish you God'’s richest | moved this year by the outpouring of love for our n¢w
blessings in the new year. granddaughter, Anna. We want to express our degp-

est appreciation and affection for our family at Zion
With love, Pastor Selover Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

With love, Mark and Bonnie

An Invitation from Zion Lutheran Church, Long Valley

Muhlenberg Symposium

Saturday, January 30
8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

This year, our sister congregation, Zion Lutheran Church in Long Valley celebrates'tar@%iOersary. As
part of its yeaflong celebration, the congregation extends an invitation to the members of Zion in Oldwick [to
join them for a Muhlenberg Symposium. Dr. Mark Granquist professor of church history of Luthare®gmi
St. Paul, Minnesota will be the presenter for a day of reflection on our Lutheran heritage. Héwillvonderful
opportunity to celebrate our shared heritage. If you are interested in attending, pleasailezionlongval-
ley@comcast.net or speak with Pastor Selover.

Bucknell University's Rooke Chapel RinggrsStay Warm while Supporting ouf
Senior Winter Tour 2010 Boy Scouts

Those at Zion who enjoy our Bell Choir may want to take 3d- .
vantage of performances in our area of the 2010 Bucknel Twelve members_of zion's s_ponsored Boy Scout
Rooke Chapel Ringers under the direction of William A. P jooP 19_9 are going on a trip to Sea Base_Sc put
director of choral studies at Bucknell University. Several (Tf eservation in FIonda_\ ngxt summer. To raise

our members sang and studied under Dr. Payn at Buckne money to support their trip, they are offering

The ringing of this college bell choir will “blow you away!” fire wood for sale at reaso_nable prices:
Face cord: $70 + $5 stacking / Full cord: $214 +

$15 stacking. Free Delivery!
Just call and we will work out the details : 90§
4489419 Thanks for your support! Stay warm
this winter!

Caldwell, NdJanuary 7th ~ 7 p.m.

The First Presbyterian Church at Caldwell
www firstprescaldwell.org

New York City January 30th ~ 8 p.m.

St. Paul's Church, Columbia University
www.saintpaulschapel.org

Morristown, NJ January 31st~ 4 p.m.
The Presbyterian Churebn-the-Green
Www.pcmorristown.org




This Past Month We Have Been Praying For
The Following Members of Zion:

Marguerite Durham who had eye surgery.

Kathy Rustwick who had knee replacement surgery.
David Conklin who had a stroke.

Claire LeFevre and family on the death of her brother.

Prayers Have Been Requested By The Following Members For Friends and Family:

Mark Peters’ sistem-law, Pamela Peters, who is recovering from open heart surgery.

Dale Selover’s uncle Al Dunn who had knee surgery and her grandmother Grace O’Connor who igzeakpijal
with pneumonia.

Cathy Winter’s father Bob Winter who had spinal surgery.

Sharon Dec’s parents, Jim and Joan Cummings.

Members, relatives and friends who are serving in the militarf3rian Chokola, Nick & Christine

Minerowicz, Melissa Corley, Ryan Brosnan, Tyler Sweatt, Sean Plaisted, Jason Dilts, David Marfvel,

Stephen Formalarie, Donnie Sullivan, William Berry, Drew Winter, Damion Wolgamott, Ross Wil n,

Christopher Walker, Michael Adams, Patty Oelschlager, Joshua Wort, and Andrew Steinford.

Editor’s note: If you have placed someone on the prayer concern list, pleasenedlitioe ehurch office with
updated news on that person’s condition so prayers can be better directed.

Congratulations to Allison Rupp & Scott Lavender who were engaged on
December 11, 2009. The wedding will take place at Zion on January 1, 2011.

We welcome into the Lord’s family...

Graycie Elizabeth Hrunka, daughter of George & Stephanie Hrunka, who was
baptized on December 27, 2009.

John Patrick Carroll, son of Sean & Betina Carroll, who was baptized on
January 3, 2010.

To all who donated flowers to beautify the sanctuary this Christmas.
To all who decorated the church for Christmas.

To Peter Melick, Jeff Lanka, and others who “resurrected” the tree
after its fall.

To the Bell, Jr. Bell, and Parish Choirs for their special music during
the season.

To all Voting Members who came to the Congregational meeting.
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