Good News From Zion

...Communicating the Gospel...
February 2010

A Message from Zion’s Intern

Dear Zion Family,

It's been almost five months since | began my internship here at Zion. The time spent thus far
with this congregation has been joyous and challenging. From my first Sunday here, | have
been impressed by the warmth and generosity of this church community. There is a welcom-
ing spirit and genuine hospitality. People are easy to talk with and have a sincere interest in
seeing me succeed in this final phase of my preparation for ordained ministry. Zion is most
definitely a people's church. | have been impressed by the concern for neighbor within the
congregation and in the church's outreach to those in need beyond the church's doors.

As an intern, | am required to put in place a sustainable project here at Zion. This project will
be aligned with Zion's call to serve its members and the wider community. A vegetable gar-
den will be erected on the CEB property this spring. | envision the garden project as an inter-
generational activity where members will grow and tend to a variety of vegetables to be dis-
tributed to the senior citizens of the congregation and to the nearby Matheny School.
Through this project, it is hoped that our young people will gain an appreciation of God's
creation and God's bountiful gifts. A meeting for all interested gardeners and wbeldar-
deners will be held on Saturday, February 6 at 9:00am at the CEB. The project will require a
bit of hard work, but it will also be a ftfilled learning experience.

Through a number of activities and experiences, | am gaining a greater awareness of the role
of a pastor. Teaching my current Epiphany Bible study on the Book of Romans, | am acquiring
a deeper knowledge of the teachings of the apostle Paul. The class is small, but enjoyable.
During Lent, a second study on First Corinthians will be held. Socially, I'm enjoying soup sup-
pers on Wednesday nights and the monthly lunch bunch gatherings. As a new senior citizen,
I've been welcomed with joyful open arms.

Finally, Zion has provided me with the opportunity to learn from two wonderful teachers,
Pastor Summer and Pastor Selover. They both have been not only supportive and under-
standing, but they also have been open to my ideas and interests in ministry. It was not by
chance that | appeared at Zion's doors in September; | give thanks to God through the Holy
Spirit in leading me to this historic church to prepare to serve God and the people of God.

God’s Peace,
Janis MaysHolder



Councll Cornerby Gerry Dehkes
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Zion’s Council met on Thursday January 14 for our first meeting of the Nev | &
Year. We welcomed new Council members Rachel Kaufman who will lead — CI—IURCI—I
Youth committee and Mike Jennison, Council Vice President, who will focuCOUNCIL
communications and planning as well as serve on the Personnel committee.

Three other Council committee assignments change for 2010. Chris Treanor will lead our Stewaotsimip-c

tee, John Rustwick moves to Lofigange Planning, and Joanne Rupp will lead Parish Life. Zion’s committees

form the backbone of our parish ministries and we invite you to join your fellow parishioners aotiittee
of your choice.

Our 2009 fiscal year closed with an unexpected income shortfall resulting in an annual defiauof8500.
December income, normally a well above average month for contributions, fell over $8,400 belowiog@a-p
tions and $20,000 below last year's December giving. The very low worship service attendancesomdag
before Christmas due to snowy and icy roads affected giving. The Finance committee, with helptéwar®
ship, will be looking into the reasons for the shortfall and recommending any actions needed.

On a much more exciting note, the Council approved the development of Zion’s advanced web plaifion: f
ing a presentation by Ted Talis and Janet Hornich of our Communications Committee. The new wébsiie-
port multimedia (audio and video) presentations, full access to our historical collection, secanbangonly
information and so much more. Look for a more detailed story on Zion’s platform to the world scoar&Vv
very grateful to a member of Zion who provided all of the funds needed to develop the new weltst€om-
munications committee is doing a tremendous job of bringing this project to fruition.

Our Mission 300 committee also has been very active the past few months. The committee has praghaed
erful and compelling presentation explaining both the vision and specific plans celebrating Z06f' arsniver-
sary in 2014. The Mission 300 committee has developed some exciting goals and objectives fot feernex
years in the areas of evangelism, mission support, property, endowment and many more. The commilittee
working closely with all other Zion committees to enhance and link our ministries and programsuvitilis-
sion 300 theme and energy. Three hundred year anniversaries do not come along often and we intitgojto
in Zion’s Mission 300.
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Gift Card | received on my desk this week! | am grafglowment Luncheon given this past November, cove
ful to the members of Zion for the warm welcome I'vEing issues raised at that luncheon. The Workshop W

The Endowment Committee will be holding a Philanf
Thank you so much to the congregation for the VisilthfopiC Workshop as a follow up to the successful Ep-
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received thus far and have enjoyed meeting so man ,,be held on Saturday, Feb 6th from 11:00 to 1:30 at the

of you. Thank you for your generosity_l CEB. Lunch will be served. It will be facilitated by Geof
Jenny Gelson, Parish Administrator Close. Geofis a Wealth Advisor with Morgan Stanley,
a Certified Private Wealth Advisor, and a Chartered
Thank you to the Secret Santa who made the new |Advisor in Philanthropy. All are Welcome.
beautiful Advent paraments for the altar and lectern jn
the Christian Ed Building.
Lunch Bunch will meet on Discipleship will meet on Februafy

February 11 at noon at
Luca’s in Flemington, 319
Walter Foran Blvd.

cussion at 7:30. Watch the weel
bulletins for the place.

- —
discipleship class

25. Dinner will be at 6:30 and di$

b-




i The season of Lent is fast approaching. Ash Wednesday, February 17th, marks the be

in the feeling and tone of worship.

i PM. We hope this will allow families with children to attend this special service and stil

) this day. Please note, there will be NO Vespers on Ash Wednesday.

payment of $50.00 per Sunday to the church office. Payment can be made at any time

WORSHIP NOTES

enjoy following the 11:00 service; the other bouquet will be given to a-shat someone on
the prayer list.

PARISH CHOIR: The Parish Choir is looking for new veasgeecially those in the lower registers (i.e. tenor
and bass). A love of music, singing, and the willingness to commit to an hour and a half on Wgdnescings]
and the 11:00 service on Sunday mornings is all that's required. You won't be sorry that yod decidé the
story" in song. Remember, all God's critters got a place in the choir!

Lent is a time for reflection and introspection in the church year. Instead of denying yoursedftsomthis
year, why not choose to add something for your Lenten discipline. Try coming to Vespers eaclomeakng
one of the choirs, or committing a time for devotions, prayer, and song at home each day. Yioa gvdd you
did!

hinning

‘9 of this season of repentance, discipline, discipleship, service, and hope. Look for the chhanges

TIME CHANGE: For our Ash Wednesday evening service at the church, we will begin at 7:30

get

home at a reasonable hour. We will also again offer a 12:00 noon service at the church on

/i FLOWERS: For Sunday flowers, remember to sign up in the narthex and then submit yiour

(you

J' don't have to wait until the date you chose to donate). You may take one bouquet home to

Ecumenical Lenten Services

Tues. Feb. 23, 6:30 Soup Supper and Worship Readington Reformed

Tues. Mar. 2, 6:30 Soup Supper and Worship Stanton Reformed

Tues. Mar. 9, 6:30 Soup Supper and Worship Whitehouse United Methodist
Tues. Mar. 16, 6:30 Soup Supper and Worship Round Valley United Methodist
Tues. Mar. 23, 6:30 Soup Supper and Worship Lebanon Reformed

Come Home Spiritually to Zion During Lent

Ash Wednesday
February 17
Imposition of Ashes and Service of Holy Communion
12:00 noon and 7:30 pm at the Church
The noon worship will be followed by lunch at the General Store
The evening worship will be preceded by
Soup Supper 6:30 at the Christian Education Building

Wednesdays in Lent
February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24

Guided Prayer and Meditation Lenten Vespers
12:00 noon 7:00 p.m.
Lunch at the General Store Soup Supper
12:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m.

Meditation and Vespers will be held at the Christian Education Building




Parish Life by Joanne Rupp

DINNER GROUPS ARE STARTING

Do you want to spend time with members of Zion outside of the church environment? Then it isdijom
Dinner Groups. Members of each dinner group take turns hosting a dinner and the other membede @io
ther the appetizer or dessert. Hosts invite other members of the congregation to join their goougtirfner.
Long and lasting friendships have been made through Dinner Groups. There are two different sigBng
for Traditional Adult Dinner Group and one is for Family Dinner Group. The sign up lists withleenisrthex
until Janugry 31 and you can call or email Lori Koester atl838 or koester4@embargmail.com until Frida
February 5.

VALENTINE'S PARTY

If battling the Valentine’s Day crowd at a restaurant is not your thing, maybe you should coatteteting the
first Parish Life event of the year. Bob and Zaida Durham are hosting the Zion Valentine Pauejr &ioime on
Saturday, February 13at 7 pm. All you need to do is bring an hors d'oeuvres or dessert and $7.50 per pe
cover the cost of the wine, beer, soft drinks and coffee.

A sign up list will be in the narthex until Februay #ou can also call or email Joanne Rupp at322D or
jzupp51@gmail.com.

ZION IDOL 11l IS COMING SOON

It is not too soon to consider what hidden talent you have that you want to show your Zion fadaityyou
sing? Can you dance? Can you recite poetry? Zion Idol 11l is returning to the CEB this gyitmed for
more information or you can contact Ted Talis or Lori Koester.
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“A Lenten Journey Toward Balance”
Women of Zion Annual Retreat

St Marguerite’s House at the Community of St John Baptist Mendham, New Jersey
February 2621

Join us for a retreat as we begin ourddy journey to the cross. Using the Lenten disciplines of bible study
worship, prayer and silent meditation, we will spend time reflecting on our daily lives and seekamse of
balance, using the following questions:

What is my role in the world?

Where do | place value?

What am | passionate about?

What am | doing to free myself from the activities and situations that make me unhappy?

Saturday only: $50; Overnight: $90 (includes lunch & dinner on Saturday; overnight also inckaldadt and
worship on Sunday morning). Please pay upon registration. For questions, contact Pastor Selbwosstby
Saewert.

2010 Women of Zion Events

Thursday, March 18, 7 to 9pmBook Study on the "Family Tree" by Barbara Delinsky
Thursday, April 15, 7 to 9pm Craft Night for gift to children of Bosnia "Hug Pillows"
Thursday, May 20 TBA Afternoon Teaat Teaberry's in Flemington

Tuesday, June 22 6:30pm Salad Picnicat Betty Lanka's home




Stewardship by John Rustwick

Fourth Quarter Analysis2009

Member giving in the fourth quarter did not close the gap that opened in the third quarter. Ther&défund
income projection for 2009 from member giving was $458,900. This projection was based upon thegptédg
$342,900 and an estimate of giving from other sources of $116,000. 78 families had pledgedatdhefshese
pledge amounts at the end of the 4thd quarter 2009 is:

X

X
X
X

16 gave over the pledged amount by $9,854

34 met their pledge

28 were below the pledged amount by $46,133

The total pledged amount from 78 units was $342,900. The amount received was $306,639 or 89.4% of
pledge.
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The 2009 income projection included an estimate of giving from other sources of about $116,00 8yl of
December, we actually received $128,618 from 102 giving units. This amount was 11% over thprojdw
total member giving for the 4th quarter was $435,257 or 94.8% of our trending estimate.

Income vs. ProjectiofzZion 2009
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m TotatActual  |$122,2¢$229,1¢ $316,7¢|$435,2:
= TotatProjected $115,87| $231,7¢| $342,2¢| $458,9:

The success of our ministries at Zion relies on the generosity of the giving of our members. k&epdbat
prayerfully in mind.



Evangelismby Anita Zarate

The Evangelism committee is working through the bobkbinding the GospelReal Life Evangelisio help us
formulate a more irdepth approach to our work.

At our January meeting, we unofficially listed who joined Zion, who was baptized, who was marhiedefty
and who passed on in the past five years. We shared stories about the people listed and therfaragett of
them, asking God to bless them and thanking him for their part in our lives and in the church.

We also talked about the next five years and who might come to Zion in that time. This made lualtloint
how we might reach the unchurched, how we might build on Mission 300 and other efforts. Thenyed twa
God for both inspiration and support as we move forward.

We would welcome anyone whao'd like to join our committee and any ideas. Please call me.

Be a Part of Zion's New Photo Directory

If you would like to submit your own family photo to be included in the upcoming photo direct@gselbe
sure itis in jpeg format. You may email it to Sue Wougk at wougk@att.com. Please be surede itlu
names of the members of your family in the picture and list any children from oldest to youngsstbésure
you list the names the way you wish them to appear in the directory (i.e. “Bobby” or “Robestju tfon’t have
a digital photo to submit, you may send a photo to the church office but be sure it is no large4tba Please
put your name on the back of the photo so we may send it back to you.

Also, if you have photos of activities held at Zion over the last 4 years
please feel free to submit them as well. They also need to be submitt
as a jpeg or a hard copy no larger than 4x6. .

We are looking forward to preparing a beautiful photo directory that w ' ~ X D’mo’y
“Tell the Story” of our Zion Church Family.

Thank you to everyone in advance for your submissions!
The Shepherding Committee

Caring Conversations

Children

Memories Tell about when someone you loved died.

Actions & Feelings If you saw a friend crying, what would you do?

Growing Together What are you really good at? How could you use this to help God?
Wondering What do you wonder about Jesus dying on the cross?

Adults

Etchings When during the day do you feel closest to God? Why?

Memories What do you do when you first enter a worship area?

Values Talk about what prayer means to you.

Actions What would be one way to make life better for people born into poverty?




Below are two articles concerning the Lutheran Church’s response to January’s devastating earthmtake The first leer
from ELCA Bishop Mark Hanson details amounts given and what has been done for the people dfti¢estecond indicates
how Thrivent Financial members can increase the amount of their gifts.

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
"If one member suffers, all suffer together with it;
if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it."
-1 Corinthians 12:26

Almost two weeks have passed since the devastating earthquake in Haiti. The outpouring of giftsyéforbers of the Evangeb¢Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA) to ELCA Disaster Response has enabled a swift response on behaltiothhis ch
Thank you for your generous financial support which now totadse than $1.6 million. Thousands of other gifts are still b&iagnted. Our
community-based partners are already providing:

X Twowater purification systems to bring clean water to 25,000 people.

X Emergencyfood andmedical suppliesto thousands.

X Blankets and tents tshelter 10,000 people who are homeless.
Funding, distributed through three partners, will increase as giving continues.

X $300,000 has been sent to The Lutheran World Federation (LWF), a key responder and member diyACtionches Together

(ACT). The funds support LWF efforts to provide shelter to people left homeless by the quake.
X  $150,000 has been sent to Lutheran World Relief (LWR), Baltimore, for material aid.
X $150,000 will be sent to Church World Service (CWS) for construction of temporary water systedistiémation of water puifi-
cation materials.

In addition, $25,000 has been sent to Lutheran Services of Florida for initial support to refugkbsitian Americans enteng or returning
to the United States.
We are pleased that Louis Dorvillier, director for International Development and Disaster RespahedsiL CA Global Missigmogram
unit, is part of a delegation to his country of origin with LWF and ACT.
Your generosity makes this lifesaving work possible. As we celebrate this outpouring of gifts and prayers, we also know that we have
long road to travel together. There is so much more to be done. This church is committed to waittingur brothers and siers in Haiti for
years to come; your continued support is needed to provide ongoing care.
| encourage you to visit the ELCA Disaster Response (http://www.elca.org/disaster) Web site tedupétarmation, worshigresources,
bulletin inserts and details on how to offer financial support. General missigaport dollars and gifts to ELCA Vision for &ili; make it
possible for 100 percent of your gifts designated for Haiti Earthquake Relief to be used entirttlis feesponse effort.
To give today, go online (www.elca.org/haitiearthquake) or call-838-3522.
In God's grace,

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Thrivent Financial members invited to join in $3 million Helping Haiti effort

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans members who want to make a financial contribution to supportelisasponse efforts in
Haiti can have their donations to one of four Lutheran relief agencies multiplied by the frateznafibsociety.

To participate, visit www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti and make a contribution to one of the following:

Lutheran World Relief

ELCA Disaster Response

LCMS World Relief/Human Care
WELS Committee on Relief

Thrivent Financial will add $1 to every $2 its members donate, up to a total Thrivent Financidbweimon of $1 million. hat
means a potential of $3 million or more to support relief efforts: $2 million + from its member$kandllion added by
Thrivent Financial.

For questions or alternative ways to donate through this program, please cal286@3736. When promoted, say “directory’
and enter ext. 83003.




Youth of Zion (YOZ)

Matheny - On January 19th the youth led the Matheny Chapel service. This was a wonderful op-
portunity to worship, sing and have some fun with our friends at Matheny. If you have not had the
opportunity to participate in a Matheny worship service, please plan on attending.

YOZ goes to the Movies  — At our last YOZ meeting, it was decided that we would go to the
movies and see Avatar in 3-D. Thank you to the drivers.

Upcoming Events:
A lock-in at the CEB is being planned. Stay tuned for details.

We have reservations for Rehoboth Beach for July 10  -17. We have our old house once again. The
cost will be $350 for the week. Please sign -up now. We will open the door to friends once we have
given an opportunity to our own folk. $100 is required to secure your reservation. Checks can be

made out to Zion Lutheran Church and given to Pastor or Tom Gravel.

Work Camp in Dover, August 1 -4. There will be a mailing shortly with more information.

This Past Month We Have Been Praying For
The Following Members of Zion:

Helen Pappas who had a partial cornea transplant.

Prayers Have Been Requested By The Following 'V'embe'Requests
For Friends and Family:

Mark Peters’ sistem-law, Pamela Peters, who is recovering from open heart surgery.

Dale Selover’s grandmother Grace O’Connor who is transitioning to-teng care.

Sharon Dec’s parents, Jim and Joan Cummings.

Einar Bredeson’s mother, Jade Bredeson, who is recovering from a hospital stay.

Suzy Hess’s sister, Dolorie Corley, who is battling stage 4 breast cancer.

Members, relatives and friends who are serving in the militarf3rian Chokola, Nick & Christine
Minerowicz, Melissa Corley, Ryan Brosnan, Tyler Sweatt, Sean Plaisted, Jason Dilts, David Marfvel,
Stephen Formalarie, Donnie Sullivan, William Berry, Drew Winter, Damion Wolgamott, Ross Wil n,
Christopher Walker, Michael Adams, Patty Oelschlager, Joshua Wort, and Andrew Steinford.

Editor’s note: If you have placed someone on the prayer concern list, pleasenedlitioe ehurch office with
updated news on that person’s condition so prayers can be better directed.
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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
PO Box 41

Oldwick, NJ 08858

(908) 4392040
www.zionoldwick.com
zionofoldwick@earthlink.net

Rev. Dr. Mark R. Summer

Rev. Dale Selover

Zion's Mission Statement:
Connect in Love, Communicate the Gospel,
Commit to Christ



