
           ...Communicating the Gospel… 
   December 2009 

A Message from Pastor Summer 

Good News From Zion 

 
  
 The movie 2012 has just opened in theaters.  The movie depicts the end of the world 
and uses the Mayan calendar to set the date.  The trailer for the film shows earthquakes, tidal 
waves, and general panic.  The acting isn’t great, but the special effects are amazing.  As you 
can imagine, 2012 is doing very well at the box office.  It doesn’t matter that the Mayan cal-
endar only suggests the end of one era and the beginning of another.  People are both drawn 
to and terrified by the idea of the end of the world, the end times.   
  
 Of course, we Christians not only talk about the end times, but look for its arrival.  We 
speak openly of the Second Coming.  Every time we offer the Lord’s Prayer, we pray for the 
end times.  We lift our voices and declare “Thy kingdom come.”  The great saints of the 
church all lived with a sense of the end times.  You hear it in the words of Paul.  You hear it in 
the words of Luther.  As Christians, we are now entering the season of Advent where every 
lesson, every hymn, and every prayer focuses on the end times. 
     
 The world wonders how we can do so and not be undone.  Why aren’t we afraid?  As 
people of faith, we are able to say that the future holds no terror for us because God is already 
there.  God has the final word in all things, including this world, and that word is always grace.  
Look at the book of Revelation.  Since the book speaks of the end times, people tend to avoid 
it and be afraid of it;  but see how the book ends.  At the close, John sees a new heaven and a 
new earth and a voice declares, “See, the home of God is among mortals, He will dwell with 
them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from 
their eyes.  Death will be no more;  mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first 
things have passed away.”  The future is filled with grace.  Tomorrow is in God’s keeping and 
so we need not fear.  That is the promise of the Gospel, the promise of Advent, and the prom-
ise we both embrace and welcome. 
 
       Peace, 
       Pastor Summer 



COUNCIL CORNER  BY Gerry Dehkes 
 
 Zion Council met on November 12 for our regular meeting and successfully took several actions. The most 
prominent action was to recommend a 2010 budget to the congregation for its approval. John Rustwick pre-
sented the Stewardship committee’s report that projects 2010 income of $466,623 (see Stewardship article). 
The income projection includes about $11,000 in commitments that we have yet to secure. Our members have 
been faithful in pledging support for Zion’s ministry. Thank you!  If you have not sent in your pledge, please take 
a moment to let us know your giving plans for next year. It really helps us proceed with confidence for next year. 
 
Debra Kaufmann presented the Finance committee’s spending recommendation and highlighted several 
choices we made to fit the spending plan into the income projection: 

�x�� no clergy or staff salary increases   
�x�� a small increase in benefits cost (same services but just normal premium increases, etc.)  
�x�� no increase to NJ Synod giving from current 12%  
�x�� use CEB rental income to reduce accumulated operating deficits  
�x�� an increase in Worship and Music resources to both maintain our piano, organ and bells and add addi-

tional music resources for our worship  
�x�� no funding of Rehoboth or Work Camp advisors (Finance Committee suggested 1 Pancake Breakfast 

Fund Raiser) 
�x�� increase Property restoration budget by $1300   
�x�� implement one item from Energy Audit (hot water heater for $1000).   

The Council voted unanimously to recommend this budget to the congregation. If member pledges or commit-
ments increase above the $466,623 level, the Council has identified additional needs that we could fund and you 
will hear of them in the coming weeks. 
 
As part of the budget discussion, the Council identified ways to improve our stewardship work. Suggestions 
included making the campaign more consistent with our overall messaging, finding ways to make stewardship a 
more year-round and personalized effort and making it easier for people to make a commitment at whatever 
level they choose.  
 
Council also heard exciting and positive reports from  

�x�� Treasurer Sandy Matsen (see below) 
�x�� Ted Talis and the Communications committee that an anonymous donor had offered to pay for the 

development of the new website   
�x�� Pastor Summer that the Mission 300 committee had been hard at work preparing plans for a 2010 

launch of Zion’s 300th anniversary celebration. 
�x�� Jay Wieder, Property Committee Chairman, that we had repaired the belfry and re-pointed the church 

foundation.  We have begun work on the parsonage and the church roof.  
 
Please join us at the Congregation meeting between services on December 13, 2009.  
Warm wishes for a blessed Advent and Christmas. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT  by Sandy Matsen 
 
 Our ten month general fund income is $353,998 and expenses are $369,882.  The general fund supports 
our operating budget which is $471,900 for 2009.  Projecting out to year end, I expect Zion will have a small 
positive balance despite our current negative cash flow balance.  November and December are traditionally high 
income months with expenses projected at only slightly above our ten month average of $37,000. 
 Comparing year-to-year our member income is $9,200 ahead of 2008 and our expenses are $1,300 
higher than 2008. 
 The complete report for each month is always available to members as a hard copy in the church office 
or by email.  For the latter, contact me at jmatsen@aol.com. 



STEWARDSHIP  by John Rustwick 
 

Telling the Story: Stewardship EMV Results 
The purpose of our EMR campaign was to tell Zion’s story-the story of 2009 and the possibilities for 2010.  We 
would like to increase our Synod support level back to where it had been in 2008; we would like to address some 
past year to year deficits; we would like to start a new project in Dover; we would like to add to the Worship and 
Music area and we would like to maintain an adequate capital improvement fund.  These goals would require 
that members agree that the ministries are worthwhile and deserving of their support. 
 
The ways in which members responded is essentially a vote on these vision items. 

�x�� 64 families continued to pledge:  26 increased there pledge (Yes votes); 38 remained the same or de-
creased (No votes) 

�x�� 17 families submitted new pledges:  10 at a higher than historic giving pattern (Yes votes); 7 at the same 
giving level (No votes) 

�x�� 14 families that pledged for 2009 did not pledge for 2010 (No votes) 
�x�� 95 families did not pledge (No votes) 
�x�� In summary 36 families (19%) voted Yes by increasing their giving while 154 families (81%) voted No by 

remaining constant or decreasing their giving. 
 
The 81 pledges totaled $349,300.  Last year we had 78 pledges totaling $352,918. 
 
We make estimates for members that have not pledged.  This year, that estimate of member giving for 2010 is 
$457,087.  Last year the estimate was $458,946.  The chart below shows the sources of income for next year. 
 

 
 
 
We will be voting on the 2010 budget for the ministries of Zion on December 13th.  There is still time for you to 
make a difference in what that story can be. 
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 WOMEN OF ZION 
 

Christmas Cookie Exchange 
Thursday, December 17th, at 7:00 p.m. at the CEB 

 
It’s time again for our annual Christmas Cookie Ex-
change.  Not only can we eat wonderful cookies, but 
we can fill cookie tins and donate them to various 
charities.  This is also the time to give a small gift to 
your secret prayer pal (someone who prays for you 
all year) and pick a new one for 2010.  Come and en-
joy --- and bring a friend (and a cookie tin)! 
 

LUNCH BUNCH AND DISCIPLESHIP 
 
 
Lunch Bunch will meet on December 12 at  
noon at the  La Casa Bianca in Whitehouse.  
 We’re going to enjoy their special lunchtime 
 deal. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Discipleship will be meeting on December 3 at the Black 
woods’  with dinner at 6:30 and discussion at 7:30.   

SOCIAL MINISTRY  by Sue Swanson 
 
A heartfelt thank you to the congregation who have responded so generously to our many requests for dona-
tions in recent months.  The food pantries in Flemington and High Bridge benefited from our Fall Harvest collec-
tion as they get ready for providing food for Thanksgiving meals.  Shoe boxes filled with gifts and necessities are 
being sent to children around the world through Operation Christmas Child.  Five organizations benefited from 
your monetary donations through our Alternate Giving program.  They were Operation Chillout, Mylestone 
Equine Rescue, Operation Smile, Lutheran World Relief-Clean Water Project and Adopt-A- Native Elder Pro-
gram.  A small gift was given with each donation to express our appreciation. 
  
Collections for senior baskets is still ongoing.  Seniors who are recipients of assistance at the Flemington and 
High Bridge food pantries will receive a basket filled with candy, gifts, personal care items and much more.  The 
committee will organize donations on Friday evening, 12/11, and assemble the baskets on 12/12. 
We will be using  reuseable cloth bags so that the seniors can utilize them all through the year.  We welcome 
your continued donations to help us provide for 100 seniors. 
  
Suggested donations: 
cloth reuseable bags (the type purchased in grocery stores) 
toothpaste/toothbrushes 
hand creams/lotions 
hair care items 
perfumes/colognes 
hats/gloves/slipper socks 
aspirin/Advil/Tylenol (OTC's) 
shaving items 
hard candies (as Lifesavers) 
puzzle books/playing cards 
small gifts items for men and women 
  
Our senior basket ministry began when Edith Houk observed that the seniors at the food pantry could only 
watch as many gifts were excitedly handed out to the families with children.  Please remember that for many 
seniors, this basket may be the only gift they will receive at Christmas. 



The Wonderful World of YOZ (Youth of Zion)  
 

Crop Walk – On Sunday October 11 th  Zion Lutheran Church participated in the annual Hunter-

don County Crop Walk to fight hunger.  Some of the more athletic folks ran the 5 miles while 
many of us strolled and took in the beautiful view.  It was a great day!  Over $1000 was raised. 
Thanks again to congregation and our youth for supporting this worthy cause.  
 

YOZ Meeting  – YOZ High Schoolers met on November 1 st  with other youths from New Jersey 

to discuss “Down and Dirty in Dover,” which is an effort to create a work camp next summer.  
Plans are underway for the first week in August and everyone is excited to be able to make a dif-
ference right here in the Garden State.  
 

Shrek  – Tom Gravel & Matt Wessel had the pleasure of celebrating their birthdays with many 

Youth Group members as they were heckled by the gargoyle at Jekyll and Hyde Restaurant.  Eve-
ryone had a creepy good time and nobody had any unwanted surgeries.  Shrek was excellent!  
Fiona’s voice was beyond words amazing and Donkey had us all laughing.  Afterwards, we ventured 
to the Nintendo store where many of us tried new DS games.  An exhilarating time was had by all!  
 

Upcoming Events:  
November 29 – Advent Parish Night – 4:00 – CEB 
December 20 – YOZ Christmas Party – Check Thupdate and Frupdate for details - (Thupdate and 
Frupdate are weekly e -mails to our Middle and High School students)  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  by Anissa Mikitiuk 
Thank you to parents, teachers, and students for helping to make Operation Christmas Child a big success.  
Also, thank you for the donations for our college students away from home.  This was such a great success last 
year and all students were exceptionally grateful. 
 
Advent materials 
Advent materials will be sent home with Sunday school students on November 29th.  Preschool through 4th 
grade will be receiving laminated placemats with devotionals and activities to share with their family and   5th 
grade through high school will be receiving a devotional “That’s So Embarrassing” to share with their families. 
These supplemental materials are meant to be shared with family, to take the time from the busyness of the 
holiday and to come together and enjoy the “true meaning of Christmas.” 
 
TREE-MENDOUS LOVE……. Our Christmas Program December 20th at 9:45 in the CEB 
It’s time to trim the tree and celebrate the Bethlehem Baby.  Please join as we come together and enjoy a per-
formance by our Sunday school students in this wonderful re-telling of the Bethlehem story.  We will be cele-
brating with cookies afterwards.  Anyone interested in donating a dozen cookies,  please contact Anissa Mikitiuk 
at anissamikitiuk@yahoo.com.  We are in need of an artificial Christmas tree approximately 5-6 foot for our 
program.  If anyone could donate for the program, please contact me at anissamikitiuk@yahoo.com. 
 
Christian Education Meeting on December 9th at 10:00 in the CEB 
All are welcome to be part of the conversation as we share ideas and make plans for our educational ministries. 
 
Advent Study 
Beginning on December 2, a study will be held every Wednesday from 11:30 to 12:30 in the CEB.  Materials may 
be picked up in the CEB. 
 
No Sunday School on December 27th 
Classes will resume on January 3rd, 2010. 



Caring Conversations 
 
Children 
Memories  Tell what your family will do to make Christmas special. 
Actions & Feelings With your body, show how you feel about God. 
Growing Together What are your names?  Why were these names chosen for you? 
Wondering How do you think the shepherds felt when they saw the baby Jesus for the first time? 
 
Adults 
Etchings   Talk about a person who influenced your faith life. 
Memories  Do you remember anyone ever praying for you?  What was the occasion? 
   How did you feel about it? 
Values What is one of the hardest questions you’ve been asked about what you believe?  

How did you respond? 
Actions Tell of a kindness or service by someone at church that impressed you.  

Annual Pet Blessing  
Sponsored by Shepherding  

 
  
 
 On Sunday, October 25, 2009, pets large 
and small came to Zion to receive a blessing from 
Pastor Summer.  Everyone was blessed with a beau-
tiful day that had temperatures in the 70’s.  Not bad 
for late October!  There was food, fellowship, and 
contests.  A wonderful afternoon for pets and their 
owners! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

First Annual Zion Autumn Tailgate 
Chili/Wings Cook-off  
Sponsored by Parish Life 

 
On Sunday November 15th we held the first an-

nual Zion Autumn Tailgate and Chili/Wings Cook-off.  A 
group of over 50 parishioners of all ages gathered behind 
the CEB on a glorious afternoon to enjoy a football tail-
gate party. There were football games on the big screen, 
family tailgating, a bonfire, games for all ages, and a 
rousing game of man-hunt.  The culinary delights in-
cluded hot dogs on the grill, chips and dip, pies, cookies 
and ‘smores. The highlight of the afternoon was the chili-
off.  Six entries competed for the title of “best in show.”   
The winner was Sandy Matsen and her homemade (?) 
chili.  Jay Wieder took top prize in the hot wings contest 
in a modest field of one contestant!  The Best Fan award 
went to Dorothy and Mark Saewert for their inspiring 
football stadium made of twinkies and Vienna sausages 
among other wholesome treats (see photo).    Thanks to 
the Wieder, Wallace and Bredeson families for their hard 
work to make it all happen! 

FALL ACTIVITIES AT ZION 



ENDOWMENT: SUMMARY OF RECENT ACTIVITIES    
 

Endowment Sundays: These events were very successful this year with a larger number of donors participating 
than in previous years. This is and has been the foundation of our annual contributions. We are extremely grate-
ful to the congregation for their generosity in supporting Zion’s program of saving today to annually support 
tomorrow’s Mission needs. 
 
Endowment Appreciation Luncheon: This All Saint’s Sunday event proved to be an enjoyable gathering for 
thirty guests. Following the luncheon, a presentation by Thrivent’s Scott Curtis covered the basic support 
Thrivent can offer relative to charitable giving. He highlighted an annuity program that would provide annual 
income with tax savings and with the contribution ultimately bequeathed  to Zion. Geoffry Close, a member of 
our congregation and certified charitable financial advisor,  presented an example of how income can be pre-
served in estate planning with a charitable base.  Geof volunteered to meet with groups to discuss options avail-
able for charitable giving.   A number of attendees indicated an interest in participating.  Anyone interested in 
joining for an evening with Geof, contact either Geof or a member of the Endowment Committee to place your 
name on the list. Scott Curtis will also be available to assist individuals or groups on Thrivent’s various age- re-
lated options. 
 
Endowment Annual Mission Grants:  Two requests qualified for support this year. The first was the Pastors’ 
need to finance the acquisition of a Seminary Intern for one year / $3,000.00.  The second was submitted by 
Robbin Lamo of the Social Ministry Committee for the Operation Christmas Child (Samaritan’s Purse) project / 
$700.00. The source of these grants has been established in the By Laws as 50% of the dividends & interest in 
the Trust at the end of each fiscal year. 
 
Endowment Contribution as of November 1:  Donations ranged from $20.00 to (2) $5,000.00 gifts for a total of 
$13,006.  We still have more than a month remaining for those who would contemplate adding a tax free chari-
table contribution yet this year. 
 
The Endowment Committee appreciates the support of our contributors this year and we want to wish you all a 
meaningful Thanksgiving holiday and join us in a prayer for all those families who are unemployed through no 
fault of their own.  
 
Your Endowment Team: 
Rick Schroeder, Mike Donnelly, Connie King, Geof Close, Scott Curtis and Bruce Kleindienst 

 

Take a look….it’s really not that scary….. 
 
Here is what the Lotsa Helping Hands website looks like.  Not so scary, right?  All you need to do is put in your 
email address and make up a password.  Then you will be approved to become a member of our very own Zion 
Community website.  So far, we have 29 members.  How about joining today and see the needs of our Zion family 
that you could help fulfill.  You can help on the days you are able or as much as you would like.  Please consider 
joining others to help folks in our Zion family.  Thank you from the Shepherding Committee.  If you have any ques-
tions, please don’t hesitate to contact Kerri O’Neil at 908-832-9277 or Heidi Heslin at 908-823-9483. 

www.lotsahelpinghands.com 
 

 



 
THIS PAST MONTH WE HAVE BEEN PRAYING  FOR THE  
FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF ZION: 
Marguerite Durham who is recovering from eye surgery. 
Anita Zarate who continues to recover from babesiosis. 
Dave Conklin who is recovering from a mild stroke. 
Sue Swanson who had a heart procedure. 
The Dehkes family on the death of Gerry’s mother Agnes. 
Kathy Rustwick who is in rehab following knee replacement surgery. 
 
 
PRAYERS HAVE BEEN REQUESTED BY THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS FOR FRIENDS AND 
FAMILY: 
Mark Peters’ sister-in-law, Pamela Peters, who is recovering from open heart surgery. 
Dale Selover’s uncle Al Dunn who is recovering from knee surgery. 
Members, relatives and friends who are serving in the military and Iraq—  Brian Chokola, Nick & Christine  
 Minerowicz, Melissa Corley, Ryan Brosnan, Tyler Sweatt, Sean Plaisted, Jason Dilts, David Maravel, 
 Stephen Formalarie, Donnie Sullivan, William Berry, Drew Winter, Damion Wolgamott, Ross Wilson, 
 Christopher Walker, Michael Adams, Joshua Wort, and Andrew Steinford. 
 
GOOD NEWS 
Patty Oelschlager has returned from overseas military service. 
 
Editor’s note:   If you have placed someone on the prayer concern list, please call or e-mail the church office with 
updated news on that person’s condition so prayers can be better directed. 

 
Best wishes to Elizabeth Hanft and Will Garrett who were married on November 7 
at Christ Lutheran Church of Alamo Heights in San Antonio, Texas.  
 
 
 

We welcome into the Lord’s family…  
Kevin Thomas Stevenson who was baptized at Zion on November 15.  Kevin is the 
son of Rick & Ellen Stevenson, and his siblings, Chloe, Madigan, and Luke were his 
baptismal sponsors.  
 
 

 
Perhaps you caught Erik Maiwaldt on Comedy Central over Thanksgiving week-
end.  Erik participated in a commercial for Super Mario Brothers for Wii.  
The best thing for Erik?  Being one of the first kids to play the game and 
missing a day of school!  
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